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The Brewers to the Public

The members of the Brewers' Board of Trade haye been advised
by counsel that the Volstead Prohibition Enforcement Bill, known
as the National Prohibition Act, is uncenstitutional, in so far as it

provides for the continuance of War Prohibition. They know, as

most American citizens know, th:lt it is diseriminatory and unjust.
Nevertheless, the brewers will observe its terms until the courts
shall pass upon it. A suit will be brought to test the constitution-
ality of these provisions, and every effort will be made to have «
prompt hearing.

The original war prohibition measure was enacted ten days
after the war had ended, as declared by President Wilson himself
The present act imposes its unexampled and oppressive provisions
upon the American people almest a full year after the last shot
was fired in the great conflict, and when the millions of men, who
were summoned to sustain our cause upon the high scas and upon

the battlefield, have returned to the pursuits of peace. Yet in its

immediate effect and application 1t & founded upon a pretense of

r

ran

actual and existine war ne scessity, The annals of legislaiion disclose

few instances of more shameful abuse of legislative power.

L ey .

To describe how frequentiv

and how flagrantly this meas-
ure violates long-established American principle and 'one-cher-
ished American tradition, would require much space. It 1s per-
haps suthicient to indicate the ease with which persons accused

under its provisions can be deprived of their right of trial by jury.

How summary proceedings before and purishment by judoes can
be substituted for the customary processes of low,
How ir direct or passive infringements the statue can be

penalized.

How the property of one who is unzble to praove his ionor-
ance of the illegal use of his holdings by another, can he
taken away and sold.

How the guilt of a pergon baving pessession of liquor of
any kind is presumed. insiead of his innscensz. And how the

burden of proof is upon him rather than upan his accuzer.

Hew the per*sn living in one sort af an ecsteblishment can
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other cort of dwelling, is subject to invasion.
Ty

escape search and seizure while his neighber, living in an-

How an army of Federal agents at 2 cost of 37+ 5 of Al
larg, 1s created for enforcement purncses.
How onerous rezulations govern the prescribing of liguor
. . ' “ ., . "
by physicians, and how the quantities that may be pre-
scribed arve arbitrarily lmited.
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The Fighteenth Amendment centains 2 clause deferring ity
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time, clearly viclates the pledge Leld gut by (he amond
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lated breach of faith. 1t is thus that pre!
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